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Letter from Mississippl.

Ropxsy, Miss., Febrasry 18, 1873,
To the Editor of the New National Era :

At last we bave » University in which the
eolored youth of Mississippi are to be trained
in wisdom's ways, and led to the fountains of
learning. On the recommendation of Gov. Al-
ocorn, the Legislature, at its last session, passed

an act creating Alcorn University, and em-
powered a
oy organise an institution, such as

Y d-u.huh,td to the imperative wants
wig

and an honor to the Btate.
Though . Alcorn has puorsued a public

course which we do not indorse, we must do 1

him the justice to say that he is the author and
the strongest supporter of our University. He
christened it as his ** pet scheme,’’ and urged
that it was & measure of justice to the colored
people of the State. The Legislature appro-
pristed the princely sum of $50,000 per annum
for ten years, to Alecorn University, snd the
same amount to Oxford University. In addi-
tion to this, they both get the benefit of $100,-
000 in Agrienltaral College Scrip, which was
donated by Congress from public lands, on eon-
dition that & farm be purchased and an agri
cultural chair estallished. The interest, only,
on this amount is available, but it is amply
sufficient to provide for the Mstruction of our
youth in the modus rperandi of farming scien-
tifically in the South. But the main featare of
our University is the “ Free Scholarship” sys-
tem. The law provides that for each Repre-
sentative in the Legislature, one scholar shall
be admitted from the respective districts of the
Representatives, free of charge, including tui-
tion, board, washing, lodging, &c. The Uni-
versity receives §100 per for esch free
scholar, out of the common school fand of the
county from which be comes. The scholarships
entitle the holders to schooling for four years,
provided they maintain their standing in the
Uhniversity. The Board of Examiners, conaist-
ing of the County Superintendent of Education,
together with the Clerk of Chancery Court and
the Chancellor of the District convene in annual
exsmination, and grant certificates. The ex-
aminations are, as they should be, purely com-
petitive.  All of the schools meet the Board of
Examiners at their county seat, and the prizses
are carried off by those who best answer the
questions propounded. This plan, we appre-
hend, will have a healthy influence on the com-
mon echools throaghout the entire Stats. While
the facalty are teaching the students the science
of agriculture, they expect to raise enough on
the farm to meet all expenses in the line of
provisions ; by this means they hope to be able
to receive all stndents who msy come (except
those with free scholarships) for the small sum
of $100 per aonum. The cheapness of educa-
tion bere has already brought the University
into favor with friends in other States, and »
-mumber of students in Louisisna have applied
for admission. Planted in the midst of a
people long perishing for want of intellectual
food, and baving her doors thrown open to sll

by such unparalleled in instruction,
we predict for Alcorn University = grest and
glerious work in the fatare.

Aleorn University is located in Claiborne
county, near Rodney, Mississippi. A more
central location would have been desirable, bat
for reasons which we will explain the present
site was choeen. This University was for-
merly known by the name of Oakland Col-
lege. The present buildings were ereoted just
prior to the war by the Presbyterian churches
South, and cost, 1 understand, nearly $150,000.
The college not being endowed, and lacking
public patronage, became hopelessly involved
in debt, and was sold to the State for $40,000
to redeem its liabilities. The Btate could mot
have erected the buildings for even their
original eost, 8o that the misfortune of Oskland
College beeame the providential opportunity of
Alcorn University.

The University is sitaated in the midst of &
valoable farm of 240 acres, which was included
in the purchase. About 90 acres of this are
cleared land, and Dr. BRevels is out superin-
tending the fencing of it, preparatory for the
“boys” to cultivate when the spring term
opens. About 30 acres are included in the
“ campus” or college park, around which the
stately old baildings sre situated in regular
semicirele. The * campus” is gently undulat-
ing from all points of this balf circle toward
the centre and front. It is covered with &
forest of grand and proud osks, festeoned in
the mossy drapery of nature, and rearing their
lofty heads to the skies, in mute adoration of the
new liberty over which they are now guardians.
Traly, these old oaks themselves must open their
88p veins and weep tears of joy st the sight
which they now behold. .As yeu pass into the
“campus” through s spacicus archway at sither
end of the semicircle, the tiny tevdrils of the
overhanging moss cliog to the passer by and
whisper in his ear the gladsome news—* Intel-
lectual Freedom is here.” Thewanderiog winds
walt it to him, and the bills echo it far and
near. All nature seems animated with joy at
the great revolation which it has witneesed in
thess once sacred to the proud and
baughty chivalry of the South. The chapel
bell which but a few years ago summoned the
aristocratic Southerner to bis duty, and which
then “brought no day” to the sonl of the lis-
tening slave, but bade him labor on for fear of
the lash, now finds sn echo to ita chimes in the
Joyous hearts of s thousand pew-born freemen.
The chapel is situated midway the semicircle,
and is & large, commodious, and valaable build-
ing. In the basement are the recitstion halls,
prayer-room, cabinet, laboratory, &o. On the
second floor sre the library, muscum, and &

lazge lecture-hall which will seat about &

thousand etudents. There are three elegant
brick dormitories, besides & number of cottages
and & large boarding-house for the sccommods-
tion of students. Another dermitory will soon
be erected ; and a ladies’ hall is also in projec-
tion, though the board has not yet taken final
action in regard to it. The President’s mansion

is built on the old Southern style and adds to
the many attrastions ef this classic soeme. The
Adelphio snd Belle Lettre Society Halls stand
each other pear the ends of the semicir-

cle. for the aristosracy of the South, they
ware planned on & regslacale. Their very look
The whole

sod we oan proudly say
that few of the old colleges in the Bouth possess
such advantages as are fomnd bere. Colored

peopls, look at your sollege |

Hera the hanghty * ehivalsy’" wese nurtured

Board of Trustees to locate, pur-
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of their creed. Here the dread hyens of slavery
reared its menstor head, and freedom dared not
approach within its shadow. The poor elave
lived on without light, without hope, and al-
most without God. Columbis hung her head
in shame, and freedom shrieked at this deseera-
tion of her maker's handiwork. Butlo! the
change! The bumble are exalted and the
proad are dashed down in the dust. Freedom
has come ; not bodily freedom alone, bat in-
tellectual freedom ; freedom to think. The
angel of mercy hath spoken it, and we will
arise and shatter the shackles from our minds.
Able teachers are in charge of this Univer-
sity, and they are heartily engaged in the work
to which they have been appointed. Dr. Rev
els says that it is their especial deeign to make
the moral training of the stndents the standurd
and pride of Mississippi. We know that he is
a2 man who has the interests of his people
too deeply at heart to neglect this great oppor-
tunity for their improvement. The colored
people in the pur ding ties are enthu-
siastic in its favor, and bid the faculty * God
speed in the good work."” The term opens the
first Monday in March, and a pumber of
students are already on the grounds, The col
lege omnibus meets all vigitors and studentr
st the landing and conveys them out free of
charge.
Aleorn University is open to all students.
There are, however, as you understand, two
Uuiversities in the State—one for enlored and
the other for white youth. But we hope when
existing projudices have heen modified by the
resistless Jogie of edncat on to eee them merged
into one University, which shall be greater and
grander still than eit er of these,
Pardon me for this long intrusion and another
digression ; but the enthusiastic juy which 1
feel on finding this ** lmnp of liberty" in the
midst of my vld home makes me sing the lines
of the poet—

YGo ring the bells, and fire the guns,
And fling the starry banners out;

Shout * Freedom !’ till your lisping ones
Give back their cradle shout.”
I send several subscribers; they were elaves
until the war freed them and could not read,
but the newspaper instead of the slave drivir's
whip is now their companion.
Yours truly, Dox Camros.

Street-Car Transfers—VYerdict Five
Cents.

To the Editor of the New National Era :
Disgraceful! Insulting! In the case of J.
T. Davis vs. the Washington and Georgetown
Railroad Company, the question whether this
company has a right to impose any regulation
making invalid their tickets elsewhere than the
junction was decided. A verdict was rendered
in favor of the plaintiff, and damsges assessed
by & mixed jory, four of whom were colored, to
the amount of five centa. It is o matter to be
welcomed by & good many—I don't mean the
eage verdiot of five cents—that an end is put
to the swindling regulation which has been a
source of great annoyance and a subject of
great doubt. Everybody knows that it renders
the ¢ tion of b among travelers
very inconvenient.

A verdict in favor of the plaintiff ia proof
sufficient that the law and the facts render the
defendant guilty. This being settled, the gues-
tion for the jury then is, what damages there
shall be. In the case related, an intelligent
jury, four of whom were colored, idered

in the false doctrines of Calhoun, and taught to
make the enslavement of their fellow-men s part

this glorious Republic, and which their wiei_ed
rebellion against it forfeited, they still persist
in an exhibition of sheir ingratitude to, and
batred of, their gonquerors and bensfactors to
n degree that is positively amasing. Common
sense would lead one to smppose that they,
even oonsidering their esrly disadvantages in
moral and mental culture, would be controlled
by & more ible, and, o th lvos, profit
able policy ; but no—the trite, though not ele-
gant gaying, ‘‘it is a hard matter to teach an
old dog mew tricks,” applies gquite aprrpos to
the Southern Democrat; he is the same to day
precisely that he was when he indulged in his
“chivalric” pastime of shooting down and
bayoneting the poor starving Yankee priscners
of Andersonville execration.

There is no dodging the fact that this “con-
cilistory"” policy, which seems to have been
guiding and eontrolling the Republican party—
State ns well as National ever since the close
of the rebellion—has had the effect, if not to
fuite alienate, at least to shake the confidence
of, snd, to a great degree, dishearten, many of
its old time, most able, and worthy champions.
Such, however, is the case with the Republican
party in Texas. Nothing but discomfiture and
uttér ruin can possibly acerne to the party
that is 8o blind to its own interests as to adopt
the policy of ‘‘conciliating’ its enemies by
preferring them, in 8 majority of instaneces, to
its old and tested friends. By way of illns-
tration, let me cite you to the action of the

of severnl hondred informations, preferred
against rebels, so-called Demoerats; and yer,
upon such questionable anthority as that pre
ecnted hy the leaders of the rebel Demucracy
of Aunstin, conld reconcile their chivalrons con-
seiences to the finding of an indictment, in the
abgence of any fact or proof whatsoever, against
his Excellency, Bdmund J. Davis, Guvernor of
our Htate,

The openly expressed hatred hy the Kn Klnx
Demoeracy of our Governor and present Na-
tional Administration but too plainly shows
whether it is #afe to trust them longer as par-
ticipants in the affairs of this State, and, at the
same time, excites our greatest surprise that
they should so openly exhibit their malevolent
hatred of the Government, considering their
knowledge of the past, and especially the faot
of the present pending of the amnesty bill be-
fore the National Benate. * Experience is a
dear echool, but fools will learn in no other.”
A little lesa conciliation, and a considerable
more of dictation, is what their ailment re-
quires; and which, in fact, their own pros-
perity, peace, and happiness imperatively de-
mand, and will, I sincerely pray, for the sake
of the welfare of the nation at large, and the
persccuted Republicans of Texas, be adminis-
tered to them speedily, and without further
delay.

Very truly yovrs,
ReruBrICAN.

Personal Difference In the Senate.

Wasminaron, D, C., Feb, 24, 1872,
To the Editor of the New National Era:

It is deeply to be regretted that personal
differences should arise in the Senate Chamber,
but it is more deeply to be regretted that such
uncharitable views should be beld by the press,
and persons who, in their zeal to show up the
differences, create greater enmity. ** Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called

that the damage done to Mr. Davis, in detain-
ing him from his medioal lecture and his arrival
at clinical instruction, in which, perhaps, the
most important, singular, and unfrequent sur-
gical case was treated, was only in value five
centa.

Let me ask Mr. Byphax if that was his
opinion of the value sustained by Mr. Davia ?
1f so, how appreciative of the value of educa-
tion among the race with which he is identified !
The decision in the case will certainly pre-
vent any further insolence on the part of con-
duotors of ungentlemanly manners and their
discourteous treatment, especially to colored
passengers. On the other hand the verdiot hus
given license to the company to contivue their
arbitrary regulations, and thus permit these
hind ends of the cars to treat roughly any lady
or gentleman who would assert their rights ;
and 80 long as their necks are not broken, or
some limb fractured, any other damage done
oan be assessed by another such jury—four of
whom are colored—and then the company may
bet their bottom dollar on a verdict for five
cents. We had hoped that the counsel would
have laid special damages. D. A, 8.

Letter from Texas.

Avsrixn, Trxas, Feb. 16, 1872,
To the Editor of the New National Era:

It may not be uninteresting to the readers
of your loyal and true Republican paper to
read thie letter, eoming, ae it does, from a
“Yankee" carpet-bagger” of four years' so-
joarn smong the “chivalry.” Although what
I am sbout to say may seem to concern only
the Bepublicans of this State, yet I regard the
matier as being of direct important interest
to our national party. The true friend- of the
Federal Goveroment, as well as those of our
P able and b t Btate ad i
are immensely in the minority in Texas, not-
withstanding the remarkably comciliatory and
philanthrople treatment of the *'ex-eonfeder
ates'’ by Congressional ensstment and by State
exeoutive jurisdiction also. It is only those
who have lived in the late sluve States any
length of time since the rebellion who can
fally comprehend the fact that the relels are,
with bat 1 y few ptions, even in-
cluding those of them who fill official position,
by Execative appoiotment as Republicans,
who are not to day just sa viralently and de.
terminedly opposed to the United States Gov-
ernment and its ‘* muduil” friends as they ever
were during the brightest days of tbeir fratri-
cidal efforts to dissolve the compact that binds
together the States comprising this great
Union. It bas long since been patent to every
observing Bepublican in Texas that a part of
the adopted policy of the so-called Democratic

tahl

the children of God.”” It would work immens-
urable good to the Republican party if its
friends would seck to heal the differences which
exist within it. Il they would set themselves
to work and cement the friendship of its great
leaders. The political crisisa is not realized
bat by few. What an ensy congquest the Demo-
erats would achieve if personal animosity, po-
litical differences, and selfish ends should totally
destroy the Republican party.

The latest edition has been the sale of arms
to the French. Heated discussions, in which
a display of parlismentary decorum has been
totally ignored, have resalted from Mr. Sum-
per's resolution to investigate the matter.
‘They are not & few in and out of Congress who
condemn the Senator in his course. Some
persons charge him with a disposition to be
unpatriotic, in charging his own country with
fault. It is just the opposite, and any unbi-
ased mind will perceive this. It is dufy which
prompts SBenator Sumner. Since he ha: no
axe to sharpen, he can better affurd than many
in the Benate Chawuber te be faithful to his
constitnents, faithful to his country at large,
and faithful to the trust reposed in him. If
our country is free from blame in the matte?,
as doubtless she is, can an investigation of
sapposed errors hurt her? It must of neces-
sity redonnd to the honor of our statesmen and
to our Government when faults appearing in
the lightest sbade are thoroughly inveatigated
snd made right. There is personal enmity
shown to Benator Sumner when he is charged
a8 recreant to his country’s honor in trying to
o shield it from blame ns to maintain its honor.
This is duty unalloyed. The moment you
attempt to make a man or a Government im-
maculate, that moment yen ecreate mapicion in
inveetigating minds; and sach persons who go
further than one's ipse dimi¢, will seek to prove
nssertions, The administration of Gen. Grant
has been, upon the whole, one of marked eff-
ciency. If the General would promise to do no
worae but seek to amend errors, as far as in his
power, he may have my vote for the remainder
of his days. But is he immacalate? This he
in not prepared to admit himself. It is, then,
highly ridiculous that true and loyal men should
bo denounced snd called ill names, because
they choose, at a time when the country should
know just how it stands, to call its attention
to errors which have erept into it, but which
will creep into the best government nnder hu-
man rule. Btrife and dissension breed hatred.
Unity produces strongth. It is, then, of great
importance that the Republiean party should
be united. The patriotism now needed is an
untiring effort to heal the differences existing
in the Republican party. I would give my
Inst five dollars to the bearer of the news that
AT ibation bad been effected between the

party of this State is to obtain official power
by some means or other; and, if it can only
be secured by professing Radicalism, why, con-
science must not be tolerated to stand in the
way of even making oath to the same. This
fact we have dissgreeably exemplified in hua-
dreds of instances throughont the State to-duy ;
men, lnte of the " Confederacy,” who hold po-
sitions of power and emolument, who speak
Bepublisanism, bat use their official influence
to ite very greatest extent in the propagation
of the interssts of their old frisnds of the “not
doad bus alumbering Lost Canse.”

Not satisfied with the magnanimous treat-
ment they have received at the hands of the
National Gevernmeni ia restoring to them all
the righta they over possesecd as citiseas of

-

A
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two great leadera of the loyal people of this
land. There is no fear that SBenator SBumner
will enter the Democratic party, but there is
great fear that the Republiean party, sodivided,
cannot stand. The i of our try
are of necessity our interests. The American
negro has suffered so much at the hand of
Democratic rule that we will never trust it,
though it makes its sins which were as scarlet
as white as snow. I would say to those who
ars pleading eloquently their country’s good
name, that the civilised world haa its eye upon
their movements in emancipating the negro
from his social thraldom. Here the country's
honor in at stake as much as anywhere else,
and we do trust that all good men will seek to
maintain it. D. A 8

Leuler from Ohio.

Mr. Preasany, Onto, Feb. 21, 1872,
To the Editor of the New National Era :

In your issue of January 1lth, I notived a
eommunication from our plnce—the sentiments
of which (I venture to eay) meet the appro-
bation of every colored person in our commu-
nity—as regards the renomination of General
Grant, and the passage of the Supplemeutary
Civil Rights Bill. I in eommon with every
other loger of justice had hoped that the bill
would hecome u low, but it has been deleated.
The “magoanimons” choose rather to be uu-
generous than to be just and generous at the
same time.

Sepator Sumner's * great speech "’ in favor
of justice is one which will ever be appreciated
by every enfferer from those wrongs which he
has 8o untiringly labored to remove, He, like
the wise Solon, defines that ouly to be the best
Government in which sn injury done to the
meanest snhject is an insnlt to the whole Con-
stitution. He, un'ike many others, has not for-
gotten the wmen who rullied to the rescue of the
flag of & conntry which dared not owa them as
citizens, and who offered their lives on the na-
tion's altar for rights which they did not enjoy ;
that wera to & man loyal to the Government,
when thousands of the more favored prove
disloyal, nsing every instramentality in their

power to revive the doctrine of the durk ages,
that “might makes right." I see in this bill

late delectable Federal grand jury, adjourned | (the amnesty bill as smoeuded by Senator Som-
here a few days since. This august and loyal | ner) two ol
body failed to present a single indictment, out | one demandi:

arg of American citizens, The
7 the removal of certain disabili

ties, which they, in atiempting to destroy this
(Javernment. bhronght wmpon themselves, and

which the perpetuity of onr inslitations reqnired
ghould not be removed for u while, [ view
themn making this demmand in the faee of the
thonsands of widows nnd orphans which fill our
helosed lund, made suel throngh theirtreachery,
I view them making their demand in the pros
ence of the many thousand gravesof the poale
dead which are strewn over eor conntry, from
Gettyshurg to the Rio Grande,

I view another cluss petitioning the guar-
dians of the nation’s liberties to protect them
from unjust proseription upon puhblic carriers,

in publie schools, charches, hotels, &e.

They ask these rights hecanse they are rights
belonging to every citizen; they ask these npon
the principle ol equal and exact justies; they
ask these in retarn for their fidelity and pa-
triotism ; they ssk these beeanse in many
parts of the lund of their pativity they have
uneither surety for life or property, and this for
no other reszon, than that they dared to be
loyal to the Government in the hour of her
direst necessity, This is the picture which pre-
sente itself, and thus viewing it 1 had hoped
the bill would pass, giving pardon to- the one
clugs and justice to the other,

I read with delight the speeches of Repre-
sentatives Wall and Rainey npon the Education
Bill. I, “like them," am in favor of the hill.
I am in favorof it becsuse its tendeney is “the
more general difusion of knowledge among the
mosses.”” I am in fuvor of it because the gen-
eral Government in it bequeaths to the nation’s
youth a boon of vastly more valae than position,
or title. I am in fayor of it because I see in
it a willing on the part of Congress to revert
to, and take counsel from, the parting lessons
of the “*futher of his conntry.” *“To promote
as o primary object of importance, institutiions
for the general diffusion of knowledge. In pro-
portion as the structore of a government gives
force to public opinion it is essential that pub.
lic opinion be enlightened.” I have to-day sent
you the names of two new eubscribera for the
New Nationar Era, and hope soon to be able
to send others. 1 desire that is circulation
may increase, becanse the principles it advo-
cates are just and right, and because it is so
ably edited by the first representative of our
race in the person of yourself, whose fame is
not confined to one continent, and whose pub-
lie life has been a8 & proclamation to the world
that two hundred and fifty years of slavery and
barbarity have not been able to extinguish the
last idens of manhood in our race, but that the
vital sparks of liberty yet live, and as noble men
uctuated by principles of justice remove the
remaining relics of barbarism the race will be
found pressing forward in the road to moral and
intellectual progress.

Yours, for justice, J. L. Caaxr.

Letter from Texas.
Lipearr, Lassary Couxry, TExas,
February 18, 1872,
To the Editor of the New National Era :
Dear Sik: Hoping that you will give this a
place in yoor columus, I venture to send yon
the following, viz:

The colored citizens of this county assembled
in the distriet school honse Wednesday evening,
and organized the National Civil Righta Asso-
ciation, in the face of violent opposition by the
more timid and apathetic of the sudience, led
on by Parson A. Venable, who stigmutized the
whole affair as u Yankee specalation. lowever
we proceeded with business.  Mr. Wm. II. Rey-
nolds briefly stated the oljects and purposes of
the meeting, tonching lightly on the causes
which made this association necessary, he con
eluded his remarks, Judge Seipio Baldwin
and others eloguently addressed the audience
for & considerable time, The following officers
were then elected, viz: Mr. Wm. H. Reynolds,
President; Judge 8. Baldwin, Vice President ;
Charles Harris, Seeretary ; Jocob Smith, Tren.
surer.

A motion was then made that the Parson
aud his ndherents be ordered ont, which was
effected without trouble. After half an hour's
debate, the meeting adjourned to meet on Wed-
nesday the 21t inst. We are impatiently await-
ing the first copy of your paper.

Yours for liberty and equal rights,

Trur BLue.
e —_—— —

Tais conntry imported in 1866 no less than
76,209,397 pounds of rice, and the first quality
sold for 134 cents per pound, Our home pro-
duct, which was 20,118,600 pounds in 1866,
has risen rapidly and pretty steadily since, till
it amounted, in 1871, to 92,000,000 pounds,
Meantime, the price of first quality has fallen
to nine cents per pound.—American Artisan.

This, be it remembered, has been achieved
under protection, the duties levied for which,
according to our free traders, are taxes, and
nothing but taxes, and keep up prices. Theso
gentry, headed by the disinterested importers
of rise, kaye been bard at work in Washington
this winter endeavoring to have this duty re-
pealed. The fact is that these importers, sec-
ing that our domestic supply i now within
2,000,000 pounds of the total foreign snd do-
mestic of 1860, find their trade slipping away—
their occupation almost gone. For our part,
we reeoguize the revival of this important in-
dustry in the South a8 & genuine step towards
reconstruction, and our sympathies sre with
the rice planters and the freedmen who work
for them. It would be almost eriminal in Con-
F!Il to MEJ these duties and .Emnsp this
nterest. ¢t onr friends see that it is not

done!—Phila. Press.

Public International Law,

Essey Delivered by D. Augusins Straksr,
at the Gradusting Hxsrcisss of Heward
University Law Departmani.

There is a grandeur and dignity pervading
the seience of international law not to be found
in any other b h of jurisprad It is
uot the positive delaration of any legislature,
nor is it a code of elemeatary speculation ; nor
yet is it the whim and caprice of any lordly
despot. To the contrary, international law is
& system of rules based upon nataral justice
and established by the universal comsent of
putions. From the earliest timee to the prea.
ent day, it has marked the progress of the age,
emblazoned the civilisation of the world, trod
in the foot-paths of acience, and, above all,
has bhorne & direct and beneficial influence
upon the Christisn religion—teaching nations
an enlightened sense of right and justice. Its
maxim i3, ** Fides est servanda.'”

If nations saw no resson why good faith should
be preserved, why justice and benevolenceshould
govern their conduet, why war should be the
‘‘dernier resort” to redress a wrong, it is easy
to see, in such a ease, how science, art, com-
merce, and religion would be clogged, and in
what a low condition humanity itself would be.

The law of nations may be traced back, in
its usages and precedents, to the earliest his-
tory of man. It has entered into the progress

attributegd to indiscretion on the pars of sove

mental principles of public international law.

And this brings me to that branch of my sab
Jject relating to meutrality.
neutral nations to be impartial,
should not he favored to the detriment
another in any shape or form. No fraud must

gensral, no contract must be entered into;
if the neutral power be under contract to fur
nish suceor, in this instance only may the
aggreseor the nentral is relieved. A mneutral
has & right to pursue his ordinary commerce.
though to seizure by the hostile party. ltis
not lawful to make nentrs! territory the sceme
of hostility, or to attack the enemy while within
its territory. Ttis plain then that no belligerent

treaty. Yet Bynkeshoek says, *that if o
enemy be attacked on hostile gronnd, or on the
open ses, and should flea within the jurisdic-

nentral ports cannot be Irqeired inty as to
their validity, except the rights of nentrality
were violated.

of ages, graduully accumulating, until the sg-
gregate by general, though tacit consent
nmong nations, has become a comprehensive |
body of established rules, sanctioned by public |
opinion on the one hand, and the counless evils
of war upon the other. So little was mankind
accustomed to regard the righta of persons, or |
to perceive the value and besuty of puhlju|
order, that in the most enlightened ages of the |
Grecian Republie, piracy was regarded as an |
honorable employment. It was said of the‘
tireeks, that they were bound to no duties, nor
by uny moral law. Prisouers tuken in war had |
no rights, and might lawfally be put to death
or gold as alaves, with their wives and ehil
dren. :
Chancellor Kent tells us that it is not cer- |
tain that either the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, |
or any of the States of Greece formed any
digest even of naval law.

About 900 B, 0. the Rhodiane, celebrated |
for their naval power and dlscipline, ere |
uted, digested, and promulgated a system of |
marine law, which was pablished at Basle in
1561, and at Frankfort 1596, In process of
time these were added to and improved by the
Repnblic of Amalphi, in which work the dis-
puted genius of the Kiogs of France, Spain,
Syria, and Oyprus vied in the honor of the
Consolate del Mare. In the laws of Oleron,
and the renowned Hanseatio leaguse, the French
Ordinance, 8 monnment of the wisdom of the
reign of Louis XIV, wo have another well di-
gosted code of maritine law, regulating com-
merce throughout the four quarters of the
globe.

Despite all this, history informs us that the
law of nations was in a erade and uncivilized
state, even unto the sixteenth century, so that
rapine and ferocious warefare deformed the
annals of Earope, In many instances ship-
wrecked srangers were made prisoners and sold
ae slaves—guests and heralds killed. Mankind
seemed doomed to live s constant distrust
and hostility, and this, it is said, as late as the
time of Oardinal Richelieu.

This condition of affairs was sought to be
changed by the Emperor Charlemagne. And
by the works of Grotius, Vattel, Bynkershoek,
Burlamaqui, Wheaton, and other great authors
of international law, we find that man mo longer
treats man as his patural enemy, and good
faith among nutions, is their guniding star.

But to particularize.—I shall treat in the
following of public international law, or that
which relates to the int se of nations, a8
distinganished from private international law,
or that which relates to the intercourse of indi-
viduals :

1st. What is & nation? A nation is & so-
ciety of people so organized as to govern them-
selves ivdependent of foreign powers. The
first prinsiple then of international law is per-
fect equality and independence. Itis a breach
of the fundamental principle of public law,
when one State voluntarily and without reason
of imminent danger, undertakea to interfere
with another State as to its government and
internal policy. The Spaniards, observes Vat-
tel, violated all rules of right when they set
up & tribunal of their own to judge the Inaca
of Pern according to their law. BSo does any
State, great or small, in the eastern or west-
ern hemisphere, violate a fandamental prinei-
ple of publie luw, directly or indirectly, when
it seeks to regulate in any shape whatecever
the internal policy of another Government,
and this is so, whether ¥ be a great empire
among nations, or & small island, made by the
ephemeral labora of the eoral insect, in the
broad expanse of ocean. The danger must be
great, distincé, and imminen!, and rest on uo
vagus and unoertain suspicion, to guaranty
interference. It may be questionsd whether
the Prince of Orange was justified in his inter-
ferenee with tha internnl alfuirs of Bngland,
when Jumen 11, regarded as having abseonded,
was driven away from the threne. The Prince
of Orange's invitation was not wom pepuli,
therefore it wes not wow Des—the principle
npon which a king is raised to his throne, and
upon whigh he must be cast dewn.

The Aimerican Secretary of State, in 1841,
Mr. Webater, in his letter to Lord Ashburton,
declared that it was s manifest and gross im-
propriety for the individualaof one Government,
individually or in masses, to interfero in the
civil conflicts of another State. It is, then,
o matter well settled by the law of nations that
non-interference is the rule, and justifiable in-
terference the exception.

The Franco Germanic war, but a ghort
time ago ended, is the gravest and most
lamentahle instdnce of the banecfulness and
impropriety of an unjustifiable interference
of one pation with the internal regula-
tions of another. Neither law nor precedent
justified the interference of Louis Napo-
leon with the Spanish Government in placing
on ita throne a German prince. It may be
argued that France feared detriment to her own
existence and welfare; bat the blood of inno-
cent men, domestic peace and quiet, the ties
of friend to friend, parent to child, ought to bo
held more saored than national fame centered
in & single man.

France has been the birth-place of science.
For centuries she hss been the emporium of
art and commerce, snd the stronghold of litera-
ture ; to-day she is little less than = wreck,
having an unstable government and diseontent
within her realm, eadeavoring to resuscitate
ber ruins, by the unhallowed slaughter of some
of her best men. Free speech bas been ar-
rested, and anarchy lieg a4 ber door. Like the
Kdwi of eld, Franes mag now say, '* nostri agri

vastari, oppids expugunari.”” All this may be

The srming of vessels in neutral ports

bag been of late a subject of much
disenssion, and is one of great interest, The
practice of nations as declared in 1703 was,

that the original arming and equipping of ves-
gels in neutra! poris by the power ol war, for
military gervice was unlawfal ; but the equip
ment of vessels fitted for morchandise nnd war,
and applicable to either was lawfal. In the
casa of the Santissima Trinidad, it wae decidid

that eaptures made by n vessel, so iliegally
fitted ont wore forts and that the orginal owner
was entitled to the “ust postlimini.” 1T a ship
should be buiit and wanned in nentral ports,
for the purpase of the helligerent parties ; yet
these fagta are not known to the neateal gov
ernment, by the minister who ehionld gee that

the government which he represents iz fairly
dealt with, in euch a caee the neatral is re
lieved from all responsibility, nor ean foture
charges be made in consequence of future hos-

tilities acerning ont of the aforesaid cir
cumstances.

To decide any question of the laws of neu-
trality we have only to divest onrselves of

technicalities, and square our actions with the
golden rala, “ Do ye unto cthers as ve wonld
bave them do unto you.” ‘The rales which
govern a well regnlated honschold form the
basis of Tnternativnal law, and are embodied in
the single phrase—natural jostice.

One of the means of a proper understanding
among nations is by treaty. A treaty is a
contract between two or more nationg conctrn
ing some act of omission or commission to tuke
affect in the fature. It binds the parties from
the moment of itz eonclusion, which is under
stood to be from the day it is eigned. The
effect of a treaty of peace is the securing of
pence and the aholishing of war ; and thus bury
in oblivion all original canses of war and dis
pute. In the United States, the President by
and with the consent of two thirds of the
Senate can concluda a treaty. As a branch of
internationul law, a treaty should always be
preserved io good faith. It binds the national
faith and is aa obligatory upen nations as
private contracis are upon individuals. Itizsa
nation's mirror of its obligations conecerning
the sabject matter treated. A breach of so
golemn an obligation in the shape of repudia
tion or otherwise ia dishonorable,

Vattel eays, “If & treaty be ambiguous in
any part of it, the party who had the power,
and on whom it was peculinrly incumbont to
speak clearly and plainly, ought to submit to
the construction most unfavorable to him, upon
the reasonable maxim of the Roman law, ‘Fae
tionem obsewram nocere in quorum fuit poes-
tate legem apertius conseribere.”

Bat there is no doubt a reasonable construe-
tion ough to be put upon a treaty. It shonld
receive a liberal interpretation, sccording to
the intention of the contrseting parties, Gain
should be wctally ignored. Whereinjuries have
been eommitted, there shonld be cempensation
adequate for actunl injuries only., Uenze-
quential damages pertain to the office of a jury,
which in such u easeshould comprise thecivilized
nations of the globe, because o precedent is to
be establisbed hitherto unknown to interns-
tional law, nnd will effect all nations in luture,

Every treaty having for its ohject pence and
harmony is but another instance of the progress
and clvilisation of the age.

The Washington Treaty with Groat Britain
in 1871 bas elevated every man, woman, and
child of the human family in the scale of civil
imation indesd. It has raised the standard of
humanity, opened up the avenues of progress,
and snatched from the burbarie sge another of
ite inhumanitarian relica

Great credit ir due to the erganizers and
framers of this great international law of
peace.
brotherhood, The Hereules of the Senate shook
the world with his demand for compensation,
for injury dome us at the hands of Eogland. —
The world stood sghast at the apparent im
periousness of Young Ameriea—The soldier
of peace standing at the helm of our bark, us
with a drawn sword between the vexed powe
solved the prolilem how peace and equel jo
oould go band in hand.—Thus these two great
and good mea have inscribed on the pages of

international law a rule of adjustment greater

than which Puffendorf, Bynkershoek, or Vattel
ne'er conceived—
HGod speed our Republie O Father on high,
Lead us in pathways of justice and right ;

Let rulers 8s well ns rulud, one and all,
Be guided with virtue the armor of right.”
et o

Equal Rights,

The Speaker of the lower house of (he Mis
sinsippi Legislature is o colored man, oamed
Lyuch, only twenty-seven yoars old. He was
born in Lonisiana, but is well edocated and
possessed of excellent nutural abilities. 1o
18 & thorough parlinmenturion, w ekillfol de-
bater, and the peer of uny mamber of the
latare, white or black. The State which was

the home of Jeff Davig, the great apostie of |

slavery, and where u dozen yeara ngo it would
not have been safe for & person to utter a word
againet slavery, now has s Legislature largely
composed of representatives of the enslaved
race, and one branch of which is presided over
by oue of this same people. Yet a former
gﬂveholder is glad to accept from o Legisla-
ture 80 constituted a commission as United
States Senator. Verily, the world moves, and
the bugbear of o dosen yesars ago, “ pegro
equality,” has not overthrown the foundativns
of society.— Minneapolis Minnesotian.

—A young ludg in Mississippi, who had just
graduated, came home and hited a few colored
m. and undertook the experiment of womun

The results at the end of the year
were ;: Bight banks of potatoes, GUD bushels of
corn, aud §969 in cash from the sale of cotton,
after all expenses were paid.

reigns, ns well as a disregnrd for the funda-

It is the right of
Cue party
of
enter into the procesdings of a neatral, since &

frandulent newtrality is no neutmlity. In
huat

“onusus foederis’ exist, and when the ally is the

It may even earry the enemies goods, subject |

power can claim the right of passage over ||
neutral territory unless founled upon previous |

tion of & nentral’s state, the victor may nursus |
him, * dum fervet opus.' '—Prizea hronght into |

It has tanght the world the true laws of !

Legig- |
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wsachusetts,
Chnsirman,

of New Hampshire,

Sccretary.

Winerax K. Coaxoruzg,

Joux A. Prrens, Maine,
J y, Vi

woneetiont.

JanEs Goran w Jorsey,
WirnLrax Il &, Pennsylvania,
Howasp M, . , Deluware,
B. R. Cowss, Okio.

Jonx Cosvns, ladinna,

(. B, Faswrry, THinois,
Zacuarian Cuasorrr, Michigan,
J. T, Averinn, Minoesota.
Pavim Arwoon, Wiseonsin,
Gronae W. MeCrany, fowa.

U. O. Feurox, Maryland.
Frasguin Sreanys, Virginia,
Joux He o, West Virginia.
Wittian Snoax, North Qurolina,
Tres. W, Oanorxe, Florida.

L. U. Carresros, Sonth Caroling,
Jous H. Ustowers, Goorgin.
Jaues I, Srow, Alahama,

M. 1L Sovvewonre, Lonisiana.
A, C. 2 i

s.0.p 3

B. F. Ricw, Arkansos,

Joux B, Craek, Missouri.
A A. Borros, Kentucky.
Horace Mavsann, Tennessee.
E. B

Tav: braska.
Jaurs W, Nve, Nevada,
» H. W. Corerrr, Oregon.

Georar U, Gornaw, California.
J B. Cuarrer, Oolorado,
W. A. Brarigton, Dakota,
Saxues J. Bowsw, District of Columbie.
Wasinxerow, D, C., Jan. 11, 1872

L e -

Cali for n National Convention off
the Colored People of the
United States.

Conrusia, 8, C., Jaouary 22, 1872,
The lollowing preamble and resolutions were
adapted by the * Sonthern States Convention
of Uolored Men," which convened in this city
on the 15ih day of October, 1871 :
Whoereas, thie vime fixed for the nssembling

of this Conveniion was very nnfortunate, owin,

to the important canvasses going on in severa
of the Southern States, and the inability of
many good men to aitend, in consequence of
the samo; and wherens, many prominent col-
ored men disapproved of said call, beeause

they considered it sectional ; therefore be it
Zesofved, That the President of this Con-

ntion of the colored people of
¢, tn meet at the city of New
i, o the second Wednesday

1
| " ¥

he representation to eaid

1 ¢ two from each Btate or
Territory ; und one for each twenty
thonsand vatess, and one for each frae-
tional ten thousand, to be elected

Lhe 8 ‘
Pursuant 1o an

tedd in me under the

foregoing resclutions, | hy call upon the

colored paopl r U ves to eleot and

| commission dal i to assemble in conven-

tion on the day an the place mentioned at 12

"elock M., to consider their politieal and ma-
1l inlirests,

The ratio of representation as laid down in
resolutions, is expected to be

viiulle,

Rospe

ALONZO J. RANSIER,
Pregident of the * Southern Stoles
Convention of Colored Men
Papers friendly to the canse of equality be-
fore the law and the materis] intervsts ol thy
eolored people will please copy.

. -
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preceded it
! to conduct the negotistiona
alter the departore
, nssumed (he su-
I the directors of
justy's confessors.
Esir of other Court
Vienna, was also

[T

rackane wn.,  FEven Traly wouid, it wes
thonght, be thus brought over to the canse;
and if the victories of Wissembourg, Woerth,
and Spicheren bad not & rapidiy succeeded each
other, perhaps the caloulations made st the
Vatican and Tuileries for bringing about &
goulition of the Cathulic Fowers against Ger-

many would not have proved fullacious."”

—Syracuse is the home of a veritable prod-
igy in shape of & young man who possesses the
power of singing two partsof s tune at the same
time. His name is Wesley Arnold, andbe is a
member of the Syracuse University. A eorres-
pondent of the Standard says he utonull:wd_ &
recent  gathering of clergymen by singin,
clearly and sweetly the bass and soprano
“Qld Hundred.”




